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Beginning with the relatively pragmatic and federally constrained governance environment of the late 1990s, 

Texas has gradually shifted through phases of deregulation, austerity, cultural and ideological policymaking, and 

ultimately toward a more enforcement-oriented governing. Simultaneously, voting and election policymaking 

evolved from a period of stronger federal oversight and broader access protections into one characterized by 

stricter voter identification requirements, expanded election-security laws, increased regulation of mail voting 

and voter assistance, recurring redistricting disputes, and growing reliance on litigation after laws are enacted.  

 

Texas consistently ranks near the bottom nationally in voter participation, often placing in the bottom 10 states. 

Despite having a high number of registered voters, Texas's voter turnout rate among eligible voters was 56.6% 

in 2024, significantly below the national average of 64.1%.  

 

This infographic emphasizes demonstrates the 30-year conservative to ideology-driven nationalism dominance 

have ‘intentionally’ resulted in the political and policy trajectories that structurally contributed to the on-going 

economic and political marginalization of Latino communities, Black voters, young voters, voters with 

disabilities, and other disadvantaged populations.  

 

Despite the growth of Latino political participation and demographic influence, challenges to gaining political 

and policy power to ‘break’ generations of social and economic disparities remain significant.  

 

 


