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Carlos Nicolas Gomez Marchant

Associate Professor, Department of Curriculum and Instruction
University of Texas at Austin

Ph.D. in Mathematics Education

Policy Interest Area: Education - Civic/Political Engagement -
Students Rights

Hometown: Austin, TX | Residing In: Austin, TX

Contact: nico.gomez@utexas.edu
See full bio HERE

Elida Martinez-Rodriguez

Assistant Director of Studenty Engagement &

Doctoral Student | College of Education, Counseling & Higher
Education Department

University of North Texas

Policy Interest Area: Education, Civic/Political Engagement,
Immigration

Hometown: Sabinas Hidalgo, Nuevo Leon, Mexico
Residing In: Duncanville, TX

Contact: elida@untdallas.edu

See full bio HERE
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mailto:elida@untdallas.edu
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Felipe Martinez

Graduate Student | MA in Latin American and Border Studies with
a Graduate Certificate in Intelligence and National Security Studies
University of Texas at El Paso

Policy Interest Area: Education, Housing, Labor/Employment
Hometown: Laredo, TX | Residing In: El Paso, TX

Contact: fimartinez3@miners.utep.edu

See full bio HERE

llene Cruz

Ph.D. student in Human Development and Family Sciences
Unitversity of Texas at Austin

Policy Interest Area:Health, Education, Immigration

Hometown: Los Angeles, CA | Residing In: Austin, TX

Contact: ilene.cruz@utexas.edu

See full bio HERE
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Juan Gonzalez
Ph.D. Candidate in the Higher Education Leadership and Policy
University of Texas at Austin

Policy Interest Area: Education, Civic/Political Engagement,
Immigration

Hometown: Stockton, California | Residing In: Austin, TX

Contact:_juangonzalez209@utexas.edu

See full bio HERE

Leticia Villarreal Sosa

Associate Dean for Research and Faculty Development and Professor
School of Social Work

University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

Policy Interest Area: Health, Education, Immigration

Hometown: McAllen, TX | Residing In: McAllen, TX

Contact: leticia.villarreal rgv.

See full bio HERE

2026 LTPC Fellows Cohort - Pg.3


mailto:juangonzalez209@utexas.edu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ed66xe0KgkIO2PWUEiFVSTgcFfBNv-pR/view?usp=drive_link
mailto:leticia.villarrealsosa@utrgv.edu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kUuIWROhQDNOQCUKBgLFM9OymXL3lPCH/view?usp=drive_link

Leticia Nevarez Zavala

Professor of Sociology

University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

Policy Interest Area: Health Education, Civic/Political Engagement

Hometown: Mission, TX | Residing In: Mission, TX

Contact: leticia.zavala01@utrgv.edu

See full bio HERE

Marianna Fresquez

Mentoring Site Coordinator for Project MALES &

Master’s student in the Education and Policy Planning Program
The University of Texas at Austin

(] Policy Interest Area:Education, Civic/Political Engagement,
Housing

Hometown: Carrollton-Farmers Branch | Residing In:
Carrollton-Farmers Branch

Contact: Mfresquez1427@gmail.com
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Minzhi Ye

Assistant Professor, School of Social Work

University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

Policy Interest Area: Health, Finance & Tax, Criminal Justice
Hometown: Shanghai, China | Residing In: Edinburg, TX
Contact: minzhi.ye@utrgv.edu

See full bio HERE

Monica Avila
Senior Program Analyst

City of San Antonio Metropolitan Health District
Doctor of Education

Policy Interest Area: Health, Education, Civic/Political Engagement
Hometown: San Antonio, TX | Residing In: San Antonio, TX

Contact: moniavila79@gmail.com

See full bio HERE
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Nancy Blanco
Ph.D Student in the School of Nursing
University of Texas at Austin

Policy Interest Area:Health, Civic/Political Engagement,
Immigration

“7-; Hometown: Guanajuato, Mexico | Residing In: Austin, TX

Contact: nab3495@my.utexas.edu

See full bio HERE

Reyna Flores
Founder of Rosa Pathways
Ph.D. in Educational Leadership and Policy

Policy Interest Area: Health,Civic/Political Engagement, &
Education

Hometown: San Perlita, TX | Residing In: Austin, TX

Contact: reyna.flores@utexas.edu

See full bio HERE
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