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0 Rodrigo Aguayo
‘} Doctoral Student, University of Texas at Ausitn
Program of Higher Education Leadership and Policy
Department of Educational Leadership

- Policy Interest Area: Success of Latino male students at public
higher education institutions

Hometown: Los Angeles, CA | Residing In: Buda, TX

Contact: rodrigo.aguayo@utexas.edu

See full bio HERE

Flor Avellaneda

Postdoctoral Research Associate, University of Texas at Austin
Steve Hicks School of Social Work

Policy Interest Area: Intimate Partner Violence

Hometown: Austin, TX | Residing In: Austin, TX

Contact: flor.avellaneda@austin.utexas.edu

See full bio HERE
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mailto:rodrigo.aguayo@utexas.edu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hGsvkOMkkWZc_LsB0cQ5fJ0FanFzYasq/view?usp=drive_link
mailto:flor.avellaneda@austin.utexas.edu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C1S3LOhWSnhIBEx3IwU9fVZhFjwaH9O8/view?usp=drive_link

Claudia Azua
Deputy State Director of Women
Texas State LULAC

Policy Interest Area: Equitable emergency medical care for
pregnant women in underserved Texas Latino communities

Hometown: Mineral Wells, TX | Residing In: Mineral Wells, TX

Contact: clazua@gmail.com

See full bio HERE

Maria Camacho

Lecturer, University of Texas - Rio Grande Valley

Liberal Arts, School of Interdisciplinary Programs and Community
Engagement

Policy Interest Area: Environmental Policy Impact on Latino
Communities

Hometown: Mexico | Edinburg, TX | Residing In: Edinburg, TX

Contact: maria.camacho@utrgv.edu

See full bio HERE

Johnathan Cereceres
Doctoral Student, University of Texas - El Paso
Sociology and Anthropology

Policy Interest Area: Civic Engagement & the Built Environment

Hometown: El Paso, TX | Residing In: El Paso, TX

Contact: jacereceres@miners.utep.edu

See full bio HERE
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AdKgaqnRNXN4JlnW8s78wevbFECiSBRB/view?usp=drive_link
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Sabrina Cuauro

Doctoral Student, Rice University
Department of Psychological Sciences
Focus on Health Psychology

Policy Interest Area: Healthcare Access & Non-medical drivers of
health

Hometown: Houston, TX | Residing In: Houston, TX

Contact: sc235@rice.edu

See full bio HERE

Gloria Gonzalez

Lecturer, University of Texas at San Santonio

Department of Race, Ethnicity, Gender, & Sexualtiy Studies

Policy Interest Area: K-12 Integration of Mexican American Studies
Hometown: Temple, TX | Residing In: San Antonio, TX

Contact: gloria.gonzales@utsa.edu

See full bio HERE
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-IoKgHN9ZNEyK_O6XSKFrOpqbhLEw2u5/view?usp=drive_link
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Chris Guerra

Assistant Professor, University of Texas at El Paso
Liberal Arts, Criminal Justice and Security Studies
Policy Interest Area: Immigrant Criminal Justice

Hometown: Dallas/Fort Worth | Residing In: El Paso

Contact: cquerra7@utep.edu

See full bio HERE

Orlando Lara

Doctoral Student, University of California at Irvine
Anthropology

Policy Interest Area: Passport Denial & Criminilzation
Hometown: Spring, TX | Residing In: Spring, TX

Contact: olara@orlandolara.com

See full bio HERE

Sol Macias-Thomas
Adjunct Professor, University of St. Thomas
School of Education and Human Services

Policy Interest Area: Children’s Health Equity & Access

Hometown: Rio Grande Valley | Residing In: Houston, TX

Contact: thomass4@stthom.edu

See full bio HERE

2024-2025 Fellows Cohort - Pg.4


mailto:cguerra7@utep.edu
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Nubia Reyna Melendez

Community Engagement Manager

Planned Parenthood South Texas

Graduate Student, Master in Business Administration (WHERE)

Policy Interest Area: Reproductive Justice & Socio-Economic
Mobility of Latinas

") Hometown: Matamoros, Mexico | Residing In: Brownsville, TX

®4 Contact: nubia.reyna@ppsouthtexas.org

: N See full bio HERE

Patricia Robles

Assistant Professor of Practice

Univeristy of Texas at Rio Grande Valley

The Bilingual and Literacy Studies Department

Policy Interest Area: Immigration and Education, Post-DACA
generation

Hometown: San Juan, TX | Residing In: San Juan, TX

Contact: patricia.roblesO01@utrgv.edu

See full bio HERE

Barbara Robles-Ramamurthy, MD Physciatry

Partner, Sana Roots Co.

Adjunct Assitant Professor, University of Texas Health at San
Antonio

Policy Interest Area: Latino centered research

Hometown: Monterrey, Mexico & Mission, TX | Residing In: San
Antonio, TX

Contact: barbara@jointeku.com

See full bio HERE
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Melissa Saenz

K-12 Educator & Civic Leader

Graduate Student, Stanford University's

Masters in Documentary Film Production

,' Policy Interest Area: Domestic Violence & Mental Health

Y Hometown: San Antonio, TX | Residing In: San Antonio, TX

Contact: melissa.saenz@my.utsa.edu

See full bio HERE

Mike Tapia
Associate Professor, Texas A&M at Commerce

Policy Interest Area: Drug-trade related violence in the
Texas-Mexico borderplex

Hometown: El Paso, TX | Residing In: Greenville, TX

. Contact: Michael.Tapia@tamuc.edu

See full bio HERE

Ivan Veda
Engineer & Paramedic with San Antonio Fire Department

MPA University of Texas at Rio Grande Valley

Policy Interest Area: Poverty & Health

Hometown: Brooklyn, NY| Residing In: San Antonio, TX

Contact: ivan.veda01@utrgv.edu

See full bio HERE
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